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to cultivate each grace of the Christian character.
Hence it is, that in too many persons, concerning the
sincerity of whose general professions of religion
we should be sorry to entertain a doubt, we yet
see little progress made in the regulation of their
tempers, in the improvement of their time, in the
reform of their plan of life, or in ability to resist
the temptation to which they are particularly ex-
posed. They will confess themselves, in general
terms, to be " miserable sinners:" this is a tenet
of their creed, and they feel even proud in avowing
it. They will occasionally also lament particular
failings: but this confession is sometimes obviously
made, in order to draw forth a compliment for the
very opposite virtue: and where this is not the case,
it is often not difficult to detect, under this false
guise of contrition, a secret self-complacency, arising
from the manifestations which they have afforded
of their acuteness or candour in discovering the in-
firmity in question, or of their frankness or humility
in acknowledging it. This will scarcely seem an
illiberal suspicion to any one, who either watches
the workings of his own heart, or who observes that
the faults confessed in these instances are very seldom
those, with which the person is most clearly and
strongly chargeable.

We must plainly warn these men, and the consi-
deration is seriously pressed on their instructors also,
ikat they are in danger of deceiving themselves. Let
them beware lest they fie nominal Christians of an-
other sort. These persons require to be reminded,
that there is no short compendious metliod of holiness;
but that it must be the business of their whole lives
to grow in grace, and, continually adding one virtue